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I. Basis of the report 

^ ■ ^TrLn^^^^^ international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 

i«/f« „:^^^ ^4 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 

and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70, 17)): 

Description, Pages 

2-4 as originally filed 

' ^ filed with telefax on 1 1 .1 1 .2004 

Claims, Numbers 

1 0 filed with telefax on 11 .1 1 .2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/4-4A as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authorrtv in the 
language m which the international application was filed, unless othenA/ise indicated under tliis ite^^^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° Rule^55.2^^^ furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 

^' 1!!^!^^^^ nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 

intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

° Jnfy.fS?I^3^^^ T"®" sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 

in the intemational application as filed has been fumished. 

° Sfnf ^aTbTe^ f^^^^^ recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. IS This report has been established as if (some of) the annendnnents had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing sucti amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

see separate sheet 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


4-10 




No: 


Claims 


1-3 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


none 




No: 


Claims 


1-10 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 


none 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item I 

Basis of the report 

Claim 1 as amended defines that "the electrical bridge (22) does not extend along an 
exposed surface of the housing (14)". However, this technical feature is not disclosed In 
the description as originally filed and cannot be directly and unambiguously derived from 
the originally filed application documents. The claims and the description as originally filed 
imply that the electrical bridge is fomned by the electrical leads (22) of a connector (20) 
which extend through the housing (14). In all three embodiments shown in Figs. 1 , 2 and 
4 the leads of the connector forming the electrical bridge protrude from the internal wall of 
the housing. In the embodiments shown In Figs. 1 and 4 the leads protrude from the 
external wall as well. 

It appears, therefore, that the introduction of the phrase " wherein the electrical bridge 
(22) does not extend along an exposed surface of the housing (14)" in claim 1 goes 
beyond the disclosure as originally filed (Article 34(2)(b) PCT). Said phrase is considered 
as deleted in order to establish the present report. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-B-6 41 6 341 1 (D.R.PLATZ) 9 July 2002 (2002-07-09) 
D2: DE 43 40 280 A (DODUCO) 1 6 March 1 995 (1 995-03-1 6) 

1. Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (col. 4, 1. 9 - 14; Fig. 1) a composite cover with an electrical bridge, comprising: 
a base component; 

a housing 1 mounted to the base component defining an enclosure therein, the 
housing made of non-conductive material; 

an electrical connector 2 integrally fomned with the housing, the electrical connector 
including three electrical leads that extend through the housing for allowing electrical 
energy to pass from an electrical source outside the housing to an electrical device 7 within 
the enclosure, thereby forming an electrical bridge between the electrical source and the 
electrical device. 

The subject matter of claim 1 appears, therefore, not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 
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2. Dependent claims 2 - 1 0 do not appear to contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step. 

3. The last part of the description (paragraph 16) implies that the subject matter for 
which protection is sought may be different to that defined by the claims. This results in 
lack of clarity of the claims (Article 6 PCT) when the description is used to interpret them 
(see the Guidelines, paragraph 5.30). 

**** 
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